The case is reported of a competitive canoeist with intermittent axillary vein obstruction secondary to shoulder girdle musde hypertrophy. The 
Introduction
In competitive canoeing a high level of motivation and intensity of mental effort is essential'. Many hours of training are required to build up and maintain the individual's strength and stamina. Muscular disproportion occurs with marked hypertrophy of the shoulder girdle muscles with the potential to affect the contents of the axilla.
Case report
A 22 year old right handed Caucasian male teleprinter operator presented with a 12 month history of intermittent swelling, blue discolouration and incoordination of his right hand and forearm. These symptoms were precipitated by right arm dependency for more than 20 minutes and made tasks such as writing and typing difficult, due to 'tightness' in his hand. Abduction of his right arm produced rapid symptomatic relief.
A non-smoker, the patient took no medication, had no allergies and had neither a past medical nor family history of note. The patient was a competitive canoeist and spent up to six hours training every day.
On examination, the patient had well developed shoulder girdle musdes with normal skin, pulses, Intermittent axillary vein obstruction in a
